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INSIDE  N.l. 

MEMBERSHIP  CHAIRMAN'S  REPORT 

•April  1986  Applications  for  Membership:  The  following  persons  have  ap- 

plied for  memDersh'i p , If  no  written  objections  are  received  by  June  1, 
1986,  their  membership  will  become  effective  on  that  date, 

2166-MT  John  Grost,  428  Ridgemont,  El  Paso,  TX  79912 
(Philippines,  Mexico,  Leprosy  Material) 

2167-MT  Christopher  B,  Krubel , 8701  W.  44th  St.,  Lyons,  111.  60534-1606 
(India,  China,  British  Commonwealth) 

2168-MT  Frank  Greco,  P.  0,  Box  362,  Fishkill,  N,Y.  12524 
(Coins  of  the  Bible) 

2169-MT  John  Wayne  Christian,  3029  Hillglen,  Dallas,  TX  75228 
(Ancient  Greek  & Roman) 

***** 


LIBRARIAN ' S REPORT 

I.  Acknowledgement  is  made  below  to  those  who  have  donated  material 
to  the  NI  Library. 


Smithsonian  Institution 

HEBERT,  RAYMOND  J.  Aditi , The  monies  of  India.  Pub.  1985,  29pp, 
ill  us.  A very  good  brief  for  a quick  study  of  Indian  coinage. 


David  G.  Briggs 

HILL,  F.  M.  The  biography  of  the  Honorable  Frank  Hill  and  history 
of  the  Ashaway  national  Bank.  Private  printing  1976,  39pp , ill  us . 
It  is  not  the  usual  practice  to  list  books  relative  to  modern  U.S. 
money  except  when  we  feel  there  is  a good  reason  to  do  so.  This 
booklet  is  both  a biography  and  a town  history  (Ashaway,  R.I.)  and 
is  a very  good  example  of  what  should  be  done  more  often  by  numis- 
matic researchers.  We  spend  so  much  time  concentrating  on  an  il- 
lusive Columbia  'farthing"  that  we  overlook  the  obvious.  Histories 
of  local  banks,  private  mints,  and  biographies  of  numismatic  and 
banking  figures  are  as  important  to  our  hobby  as  is  the  remotest 
coin  of  Asia  and  is  often  much  more  interesting  to  pursue.  This 
booklet  is  a good  example  of  what  can  and  should  be  done  locally. 


Randolph  Zander 


NEUBECKER,  OTTFRIED/RENTZMANN , WILHELM.  Wappen  bilder  lexikon. 
Encyclopaedia  of  heraldry.  Pub.  1974,  418pp,  ill  us . In  German, 
French  and  English.  Lists  shields  and  coats  of  arms  of  the  world. 


SCHULMAN,  HANS  M.  F.  Odd  and  curious  money  of  the  world.  Two  vol- 
umes 1955-56  and  1957-58.  Bound  copies  of  his  sales  catalogs  in 
which  odd  and  curious  money  were  listed. 


NACHF0LGER,  ADOLPH  H./FERNALD,  KAY/MCDOWELL,  KAY/GOULD,  MAURICE  M./ 
BRESSETT,  KENNETH.  Alaska.  Pub.  1954,  45pp,  ill  us.  A bound  book 
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containing  photographs . of  Russian  coins  from  the  catalogs  of  Adolph 
Nachfolger;  "Rubles  tp  Statehood",  by  Kay  Fernald  and  Kay  McDonald; 
"Alaska's  coinage  through  the  years",  by  Maurice  M.  Gould  and  Ken- 
neth Bressett, 

GIEL,  C.  Tables  of  Russian  coins  of  the  past  2 centuries.  In  Rus- 
sian, Pub,  1898.  1 25pp , w/plates,  A good  collectors  guide  of 
1700-1895  Russian  coinage  in  tabluar  form. 

II.  David  G.  Briggs  has  also  begun  to  provide  the  Library  with  "The 
Library  of  Congress  Accessions  List  South  Asia."  This  is  a monthly 
record  of  all  publications  acquired  from  Afghanistan,  Bangladesh, 
Bhutan,  India,  Maldives,  Nepal,  Pakistan,  and  Sir  Lanka  by  the  U.  S. 
Library  of  Congress,  These  lists  which  run  about  150  pages  are  avail- 
able for  check  out.  At  the  same  time  the  Library  would  like  to  remind 
the  membership  that  we  receive  the  semi-annual  NUMISMATIC  LITERATURE 
published  by  the  American  Numismatic  Society.  This  lists  numismatic 
material  reported  to  them  that  was  published  during  the  preceeding 
six  months.  These  also  are  available  for  loan, 

Granvyl  G.  Hulse,  Jr.  NI  Librarian 
***** 

"BEST  ARTICLE  OF  THE  YEAR"  FOR  1985  TALLY  DELAYED 


Due  to  illness  just  at  press  time  of  a couple  of  key  people  involved 
in  the  tallying  of  the  voting  for  the  "Best  Article",  the  announcement 
of  the  winner  will  be  delayed  one  month. 

*************************************************** *********** ******** 

CURRENCY  ACCEPTED  ON  SS  BREMEN 

(The  following  is  reprinted  from  the  Passenger  List  of  the  SS  Bremen 
dated  12  July  1938.) 

IMPORTANT  NOTICE! 

Payments  on  board  our  steamers 

According  to  the  German  Regulations  Governing  the  Control  of  Foreign 
Currency  German  coins  can  be  accepted  from  passengers  in  payment  on 
board  only  during  the  ship's  voyage  from  Europe  to  New  York  and  then 
only  within  the  limits  of  the  RM,  10.  — allowed  under  these  regulations. 

No  German  money  whatever  — he  it  notes  or  silver  — will  he  accepted 
on  the  homeward  voyage  from  New  York  to  Europe. 

German  coins  under  RM.  1. — in  value  will  be  accepted  in  payment  every- 
where on  board,  whereas  coins  in  the  denominations  of  RM.  1.  — , RM.  2.— 
and  RM.  5.—  will  have  to  be  exchanged  for  board  money  with  the  Purser 
or  paid  to  him  to  cover  any  account  for  expenses  on  board.  All  shops, 
stalls,  and  members  of  the  ship's  personnel  are  strictly  forbidden  to 
accept  German  coins  to  the  value  of  RM.  1.  — , RM.  2.—  and  RM.  5.  — ; 
they  are  also  strictly  forbidden  to  accept  Reichsmark  notes. 

We  would  like  to  ask  our  Passengers  kindly  to  strictly  observe  these 
regulations . 


(Submitted  by  Daniel  N.  Rusnak) 
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THE  VENETIAN  GROSSO 
AND  ITS  IMITATIONS 

Dr.  Kenneth  Aring , San  Diego 3 California , NI  # 1963 
INTRODUCTION 


Nearly  every  major  coinage  throughout  history  has  been  imitated  by  other 
nations.  In  some  cases  the  process  was  fairly  innocently  done  in  that 
the  prototype  was  the  only  coinage  known,  or,  due  to  a common  heritage, 
certain  symbols  were  mandated  to  be  on  the  coins.  More  often  there  was 
a considerable  amount  of  deception  intended.  Sometimes  the  imitations 
were  outright  counterfeits,  but  usually  they  had  symbols  or  legends  that 
fully  identified  the  issuer  to  users  who  were  sufficiently  literate. 

Use  of  an  already  accepted  coin  type  usually  worked  to  the  advantage  of 
the  imitator  and  to  the  disadvantage  of  the  original  issuer.  The  imi- 
tations usually  found  readier  acceptance  in  the  market  than  would  a new 
style  coin  of  a lesser  authority  and,  if  its  standard  was  not  maintained, 
could  damage  the  reputation  of  the  original  coin. 

In  this  article  we  discuss  a series  of  imitations  of  the  thirteenth  cen- 
tury Venetian  grosso  and  point  out  that  the  major  themes  coins  had  been 
around  for  a long  time  and  had  already  been  extensively  copied  in  many 
places. 

MEDIEVAL  COINAGE 

Medieval  European  coinage  was  characterized  by  a large  number  of  issuers 
of  minor  authority.  During  the  11th  and  12th  centuries  rapid  debasement 
resulted  in  a confusing  system  of  very  small  coins  of  low  grade  silver 
with  some  coins  of  bronze.  No  gold  nor  any  large  silver  coins  were 
being  struck  in  southern  Europe. 

The  primary  coin  was  the  silver  denier.  It  was  struck  to  a set  of 
standards  that  varied  both  in  time  and  from  place  to  place.  The  most 
reputable  was  the  French  denier  tournois  which  weighed  1.13  grams  and 
contained  0.37  grams  of  silver.  In  contrast,  the  Venetian  denier  or  pic- 
colo, in  the  late  12th  century,  weighed  only  0.35  grams  and  contained  only 
about  0.1  grams  of  silver  (l/20th  of  the  US  dime)  and  was  not  much  thicker 
than  an  egg  shell.  To  make  matters  worse,  it  was  cup-shaped  and  could 
not  be  stacked  and  often  broke.  Other  deniers  were  not  much  better.  This 
monetary  situation  was  far  from  satisfactory,  especially  in  the  inter- 
national trade  stimulated  by  the  crusades. 


THE  VENETIAN  GROSSO 


The  Venetian  Grosso  was  introduced  in  1202  to  alleviate  these  problems. 
Its  initial  purpose  was  to  help  in  the  outfitting  of  the  Fourth  Crusade. 
This  crusade  was  eventually  to  be  sidetracked  by  the  Venetians  into 
capturing  Constantinople,  and  would  cause  the  fall  of  the  Byzantine  Em- 
pire. 
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The  grosso  contained  2.3  grams  of  high  purity  (0.965  fine)  silver,  and 
was  current  originally  for  24  (or  26)  Venetian  deniers.  The  name  means 
large  coin,  but  it  was  large  only  by  medieval  standards.  It  weighed  the 
same  as  the  current  U.S.  dime.  However  its  purchasing  power  was  con- 
siderably more,  probably  equivalent  to  one  or  two  dollars  today. 


VENICE , Silver  Grosso  (Matccpan) s Marino  Morosini , 1249*1253 

The  design  shows  the  doge  receiving  the  banner  from  St.  Mark,  the  patron 
saint  of  the  city.  (See  illustration.)  Their  names  are  on  the  sides 
and  the  doge's  title  DVX  is  between  them.  The  reverse  shows  Christ  seated 
on  His  throne  and  His  name  abbreviated  IC  XC.  The  original  issue  carried 
the  name  of  Enrico  Dandolo,  the  doge  from  1192  to  1205. 

Venice  struck  grossi  during  the  reigns  of  every  doge  until  about  1471, 
except  for  some  intermittent  issuing  during  the  period  1354-1368.  The 
design  and  weight  standard  remained  remarkably  stable  during  these  270 
years.  Changes  appeared  in  the  doge's  cape,  and  he  turned  from  facing  the 
viewer  to  facing  St.  Mark.  This  happened  at  about  the  time  a star  and  the 
mintmaster's  initials  were  added  to  the  reverse  during  the  rule  of  Andrea 
Contarini  (1368-1382).  In  1394,  in  the  middle  of  the  dogeship  of  Antonio 
Venier  (1382-1400),  a major  reverse  legend  was  added,  which,  along  with 
stylistic  changes,  made  the  coin  have  a different  appearance.  Early  in 
the  15th  century  the  weight  decreased  to  1.40  grams  of  0.949  fine  silver. 
It  is  sometimes  called  a grossetto  during  this  i ast  period  (1423-1471). 
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The  significance  of  the  grosso  was  not  only  in  its  large  size  but  also 
in  that  its  value  was  held  fixed,  independent  of  other  rapidly  depre- 
ciating coins.  This  helped  make  it  very  popular  in  areas  of  Venetian 
influence  --  on  the  Adriatic,  in  Greece,  in  the  eastern  Mediterranean, 
and  in  areas  of  the  Black  Sea.  (See  Map.)  Soon  other  Italian  cities 
struck  their  own  grossi  to  similar  weight  standards,  often  according 
to  their  own  types,  but  sometimes  using  nearly  the  same  design  as  did 
Veni ce. 

IMITATIONS  OF  THE  GROSSO 


In  later  sections  we  will  discuss  four  major  imitations  of  the  Venetian 
grosso,  those  struck  by  Serbia,  Bosnia,  Bulgaria,  and  the  Byzantine 
Empire.  In  addition  there  were  close  imitations  struck  by  a considerable 
number  of  other  places,  among  them  Achaia,  Athens,  Brescia,  Casale,  Chios, 
Chivasso,  Incisa,  Mantua,  Ponzone,  Scio,  and  Turin.  Some  other  issuers 
remain  anonymous;  not  being  willing  to  face  the  rath  of  the  Venetians, 
they  did  not  identify  themselves  on  the  coins.  Auction  catalogs  some- 
times list  these  anonymous  issues  under  the  generic  term  "Balkans"  for 
lack  of  any  more  definitive  attribution. 

Even  the  powerful  city  of  Milan  under  the  Holy  Roman  Emperor  Henry  VII 
(1311-1313)  struck  a grosso  similar  to  that  of  Venice.  The  figures  on 
the  obverse  are  replaced  by  saints  Gervasius  and  Protasius,  and  the 
patron  Saint  Ambrose  takes  the  place  of  Christ  on  the  reverse.  However 
its  legend  and  gothic  style  makes  the  coin  appear  quite  different  than 
its  Venetian  prototype. 

The  idea  of  a coin  considerably  larger  than  the  denier  rapidly  spread 
throughout  Europe,  so  we  soon  have  in  France  the  gros  and  especially 
the  gros  tournois,  in  England  the  groat,  in  German  lands  the  groschen 
and  grot,  in  the  Netherlands  the  groot,  in  Poland  the  grosz,  and  in 
Spain  the  croat.  The  different  names  reflect  not  only  the  different 
languages,  but  different  weight  standards  and  designs.  Thus  the  term 
"grosso"  tends  to  be  used  primarily  for  those  based  on  the  weight  stan- 
dards of  the  Italian  cities.  Even  the  imitations  of  the  Venetian  qrosso 
struck  outside  of  Italy  tend  to  be  called  grossi  (plural  of  grosso),  al- 
though one  often  sees  variations  in  the  names  that  reflect  the  local 
language.  Especially  with  the  Bulgarian  imitations,  different  names  occur, 
grosh,  groschi , and  others  that  may  be  just  errors.  The  imitation  by 
the  Byzantine  Empire  is  the  only  one  I am  aware  of  that  used  an  entirely 
indigenous  name,  the  mi  1 liaresion. 

The  Venetian  grosso  was  originally  called  the  ducato  or  silver  ducat,  ap- 
parently due  to  the  prominent  word  DVX  on  the  obverse.  Later  the  term 
"ducat"  was  reserved  for  the  gold  ducat  that  Venice  was  to  introduce 
in  1284. 

The  Venetian  grosso  also  acquired  the  name  matapan,  however  this  term 
seems  to  have  been  used  to  indicate  the  type  or  design  rather  than  the 
denomination.  Thus  the  close  imitations  are  often  called  matapans  to 
indicate  that  their  design  was  that  of  the  Venetian  grosso  rather  than 
of  some  other  grosso.  The  origin  of  the  term  matapan  is  unclear,  but  may 
be  related  to  the  fact  that  the  Venetians  captured  a place  by  that  name 
soon  after  it  was  first  issued,  and  may  have  even  established  a mint  for 
the  grosso  there. 
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THE  SERBIAN  GROSSO 


One  of  the  first  close  imitations  of  the  grosso  came  from  Serbia  during 
the  reign  of  Stefan  Uros  I (1243-76),  whose  name  VROSIVS  they  bear  in 
place  of  that  of  the  Doge.  (See  Illustration.)  The  title  DVX  is  re- 
placed by  the  more  appropriate  "REX"  and  the  saint  is  named  S STEFAN. 

However  the  symbolism  remains  that  of  Venice.  St.  Mark  continues  to  be 
identified  by  the  book  of  the  Gospels  in  his  hand.  The  rules  of  icono- 
graphy would  have  required  the  substitution  of  the  martyr's  palm  for 
the  Gospels. 

The  earliest  of  these  were  quite  faithful  to  the  Venetian  weight  standard 
and  were  thus  readily  acceptable.  However  about  1281,  the  Serbians 
started  to  gradually  reduce  their  silver  content.  In  response,  Venice, 
the  following  year,  forbadetheir  use  in  her  territories,  and  set  up  an 
office  for  their  interception.  In  a seeming  act  of  cooperation,  the 
Serbians  then  modified  the  design,  replacing  the  banner  with  a cross. 

Thus  in  the  literature  we  see  reference  to  the  "dinar  de  bandera"  and 
the  "dinar  de  cruce."  One  can  trace  out  during  the  next  decades  a gradually 
decreasing  exchange  rate  for  the  Serbian  imitations  in  terms  of  the  grosso. 
Metcalf  gives  a list  of  such  values. 

THE  GROSSO  OF  BOSNIA 


Very  similar  imitations  were  also  struck  by  the  rulers  of  Bosnia  and 
Croatia  just  to  the  north  of  Serbia,  as  is  well  documented  by  Rengjeo. 
These  were  struck  by  Prince  Paul  us  Subic  with  his  brother  Mladen  I (1302- 
1304),  and  with  his  son  Mladen  II  (1305-12).  As  with  the  Serbian  pieces, 
the  iconography  of  these  Bosnian  matapans  remains  that  of  Venice  and  St. 
Mark.  The  legend  truthfully  identifies  the  issuers  with  DVX  PAVL  - BAN 
MLADEN  (SECVNDVS) . The  title  DVX,  which  was  written  vertically  between 
the  figures  on  the  original,  is  replaced  by  the  more  appropriate  title 
BAN  or  BAN  MLADEN.  Most  of  the  16  specimens  listed  by  Rengjeo  weigh 
about  2.1  grams  (sufficiently  close  to  the  Venetian  standard  of  2.3  grams) 
but  a couple  weigh  considerably  less.  After  about  1322,  the  obverse  of 
these  grossi  showed  only  one  standing  ruler  in  an  oval.  The  seated  Christ 
reverse  remained  on  some  issues  until  about  1350. 


THE  BULGARIAN  GROSSO 


Even  while  Bulgaria  was  under  Byzantine  control,  the  Venetians  had  major 
commercial  interests  there,  which  were  supported  by  treaty  as  part  of 
their  trade  on  the  Black  Sea.  Thus  it  is  not  surprising  that  imitations 
of  the  grosso  were  struck  there  also.  The  first  of  these  may  have  been 


80 


as  early  as  the  reign  of  Mikhail  Asen  (1246-1257)  and  were  very  close  copies 
of  the  Venetian  prototype.  Gradually  over  the  years  the  style  changed. 


BULGARIA , Silver  Grosso  (Grosh) 3 Ivan  Alexander  & 

Michael  (1331-55).  (A  later  imitation. ) 

showing  more  Byzantine  influence  in  the  style.  (See  illustration.) 

The  smooth  flowing  lines  of  the  Venetian  and  Serbian  issues  were  re- 
placed by  linear  elements  similar  to  that  of  the  Byzantine  coin  discussed 
in  the  next  section.  These  issues  were  followed  by  some  that  were  much 
cruder,  and  in  some  the  design  is  not  immediately  obvious  even  on  well 
preserved  specimens. 

One  finds  a considerable  amount  of  confusion  in  catalogs  concerning  these 
Bulgarian  coins.  The  Byzantine  style  issues  were  formerly  attributed  to 
Assen  I (1186-96).  Predating  the  grosso  was  not  a problem  since  the 
designs  were  primarily  Byzantine. 

Carson  claims  the  two  figures  on  the  obverse  represent  the  king  and  St. 
Demetrius  while  others  suggest  two  joint  rulers  or  the  king  and  his  queen. 
The  reverse  shows  Christ  standing  with  His  arms  upraised  in  blessing,  not 
seated  as  on  the  previous  coins.  The  inscriptions  are  usually  in  Cyrillic 
characters,  sometimes  arranged  into  a monogram.  On  the  earlier  issues 
the  legends  are  in  Latin,  with  the  Venetian  title  DVX  replaced  by  the 
more  appropriate  IMP. 

THE  BYZANTINE  MI LLI ARESI ON 


For  many  centuries  Byzantine  coinage  had  been  the  predominate  Christian 
coinage  of  the  Mediterranean  area.  However  it  had  lost  much  of  its 
strength  even  before  the  capture  of  Constantinople  by  the  Crusaders  in 
1204.  After  the  restoration  of  the  Empire  in  1261,  a new  coinage  had 
to- be  reconstituted.  The  design  of  the  new  milliaresion  of  Andronicus  II 
reveals  an  obvious  debt  to  the  Venetian  grosso,  but  more  significant  is 
its  close  correspondence  in  weight.  (See  illustration.) 


BYZANTINE  EMPIRE , Silver  Milliaresion , 

Andronicus  II  (1282-1323)  <$  Michael  IX  (1295-1320) 
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It  shows  the  dual  standing  portraits  of  the  Emperor  Andronicus  II  and 
his  son  and  joint  ruler,  Michael  IX,  holding  a standard  between  them. 

The  legend  gives  the  emperor's  titles  in  Greek,  which  translates, 
"Emperor  of  the  Romans."  The  reverse  shows  Christ  seated  on  his  throne, 
with  His  name  abbreviated  IC  XC  and  in  Greek  "Lord  help  us."  Though 
Byzantine  coins  had  used  similar  designs  before,  its  reintroduction  at 
this  time  in  a coin  of  the  same  fabric  and  weight  as  the  grosso  was  in- 
tended to  help  the  milliaresion  regain  some  of  the  strength  lost  to 
the  grosso. 

EARLIER  COINS  OF  THE  DUAL-STANDING-PORTRAIT  TYPE 


In  studying  coins  of  these  types,  one  often  wonders  who  copied  whom. 
Similar  designs  had  been  around  for  a long  time  and  it  was  standard 
practice  to  copy  the  coins  of  others.  Early  in  the  13th  century  Venice 
had  even  made  a treaty  with  Emperor  Theodore  in  which  each  agreed  not  to 
copy  each  other's  coins. 

Neither  the  design  nor  the  name  of  the  Venetian  grosso  was  original  with 
Venice.  Its  obverse  design  was  copied  from  the  seal  of  Doge  Orio  Mai i - 
piero  (1178-92),  the  predecessor  of  Enrico  Dandolo  who  introduced  the 
coin.  The  seal  in  turn  used  a theme  common  on  Byzantine  coins.  There 
had  even  been  a similar  coin  called  a ducat  struck  by  the  Norman  duchy 
of  Apulia  (1156-60).  It  shows  two  standing  Byzantine  figures  holding 
a cross  between  them  and  the  word  DVX  exactly  where  the  grosso  has  it. 

The  reverse  shows  the  head  of  Christ  and  abbreviated  name  IC  XC. 

The  dual  standing  portraits  had  been  used  on  Byzantine  coins  since  as 
early  as  the  7th  century.  During  the  11th  and  12th  centuries  this  design 
was  quite  common,  often  being  used  with  the  seated  Christ  design  on  the 
reverse.  The  dual  portrait  sometimes  represented  joint  rulers,  or  the 
emperor  and  his  queen.  In  other  cases  the  emperor  is  shown  with  a close 
relative,  a saint  or  an  angel.  (See  illustration.) 


BYZANTINE  EMPIRE , Bronze  Eollis,  Constantine  X & 

Eudocia  (1059-67).  Obv : Emperor  & Empress  standing. 

Rev:  Christ  standing. 

Venice  was  not  the  first  to  adapt  the  Byzantine  dual -standing  portrait/ 
Christ  type  for  her  own  purposes.  Such  imitations  were  fairly  common 
during  the  10th  to  12th  centuries.  The  Normans  had  used  this  type  in 
several  places  in  the  western  Mediterranean.  To  the  north,  the  Hungarians 
had  produced  bronze  coins  with  a modification  of  the  themp  (see  il- 
lustration), and  even  the  Danes  had  struck  very  close  imitations  of  the 
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HUNGARY,  Bronze  coin , Beta  III  (1173-96) . Obv : Two  kings. 

Rev:  Saint  Maria. 

Byzantine  prototypes.  Perhaps  more  surprising  are  those  produced  by  the 
various  Islamic  Turkomen  dynasties.  These  often  show  the  dual  Byzantine 
emperors  and  Christ  along  with  an  Arabic  legend,  and  sometimes  even  in- 
clude fragments  of  the  original  Greek  legends.  (See  illustration.) 


Thus  when  the  Venetians  introduced  the  grosso  with  the  dual -standing  por- 
traits, they  were  part  of  a long  standing  tradition.  Many  of  the  imitations 
of  the  grosso  were  perhaps  as  much  influenced  by  Byzantine  coins.  Those 
that  were  intended  to  benefit  from  their  similarity  to  the  Venetian  grosso 
needed  to  have  not  only  the  same  general  type  but  close  artistic  style 
and  a very  similar  weight  and  module. 
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THE  SCANDINAVIAN  MONETARY  CONVENTION  OF  1872 


John  DeMarais,  Lincoln , Nebraska,  NI  # 1539 

On  December  10,  1872,  Norway,  Sweden  and  Denmark  agreed  to  share  a 
common  monetary  system.  The  new  monetary  system  was  to  replace  the 
three  systems  in  use,  which  were  all  variations  of  a silver  standard 
based  on  the  speciedaler  and  divided  into  three  dissimilar  national 
systems  of  account. 

The  new  monetary  unit  was  to  be  the  krone,  or  crown,  equal  to  one- 
quarter  of  the  old  speciedaler.  The  most  important  part  of  the  new 
system,  however,  was  the  adoption  of  the  gold  standard  and  the  reduc- 
tion of  silver  coins  to  a subsidiary  position  with  limited  legal 
tender.  The  Scandinavian  adoption  of  the  gold  standard  brought  it  in 
line  with  Great  Britain,  which  had  long  had  the  gold  standard,  and 
Germany,  which  adopted  it  in  1871. 

The  new  gold-based  krone  was  defined  as  1/2480  of  a kilogram  of  fine 
gold.  Two  gold  coins  were  authorized  and  were  to  have  unlimited  legal 
tender  in  all  three  countries  without  regard  to  the  national  stamp  on 
them.  Silver  coins  of  one  and  two  kroner  were  limited  in  legal  tender 
to  20  kroner  in  any  one  private  payment.  Smaller  silver  was  legal 
tender  to  5 kroner,  while  bronze  coin  was  legal  tender  to  one  krone. 
The  treasuries  of  all  three  countries  agreed  to  accept  silver  and 
bronze  coins  in  any  amounts  divisible  by  10  kroner  without  regard  to 
the  national  stamp  on  them.  In  effect,  this  made  all  coins  legal 
tender  to  any  amount,  since  state  redemption  into  gold  was  assured. 

The  coins  authorized  by  the  convention  were  these: 


Gold 

20 

kroner 

23mm 

8.9606 

grams 

.900 

f i ne 

10 

kroner 

18mm 

4.4803 

grams 

.900 

f i ne 

Si  1 ver 

2 

kroner 

31mm 

15.0000 

grams 

.800 

f i ne 

1 

krone 

25mm 

7.5000 

grams 

.800 

fine 

50 

ore 

22mm 

5.0000 

grams 

.600 

fine 

40 

ore 

20mm 

4.0000 

grams 

.600 

f i ne 

25 

ore 

17mm 

2.4200 

grams 

.600 

fine 

10 

ore 

15mm 

1.4500 

grams 

.400 

f i ne 

Bronze 

5 

ore 

27mm 

8.0000 

grams ) 

95% 

copper 

2 

ore 

21mm 

4.0000 

grams ) 

- 4% 

ti  n 

1 

ore 

16mm 

2.0000 

grams ) 

1% 

zi  nc 

All  pieces  40  ore  and  larger  were  to  have  reeded  edges,  and  all  pieces  of 
25  ore  and  smaller  were  to  have  smooth  edges.  The  nations  were  free  to 
coin  any  of  the  silver  or  bronze  denominations  they  wished  but  could  not 
create  others.  All  three  were  to  coin  both  gold  pieces.  All  three 
nations  were  also  free  to  use  any  designs  they  wished  as  long  as  the 
coins  showed  their  denominations  in  kroner  or  ore  and  as  long  as  they 
indicated  the  country,  mint,  and  date  struck. 

All  nations  were  to  make  gold  legal  tender  and  introduce  the  new  unit  by 
January  1,  1875.  Silver  coins  of  1/5  speciedaler  and  larger  were  to  be 
withdrawn  by  the  end  of  1878  and  smaller  coins  were  to  be  withdrawn  by 
the  end  of  1881. 
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The  government  of  all  three  nations  adopted  this  convention  by  law  in 
1873.  The  next  step  lay  in  deciding  which  coins  to  produce  and  when 
to  introduce  them  into  circulation. 

Norway  chose  to  issue  all  of  the  denomin- 
ations except  for  the  40-ore  coin  which 
was  created  especially  for  her.  This  pec- 
uliar denomination  would  have  been  the 
equivalent  of  1/10  speciedaler  or  12  Nor- 
wegian skillings.  Her  coins  struck  in 
1874  and  1875  are  notable  because  they 
bear  denominations  in  both  old  and  new 
currencies  even  though  they  conform  in 
physical  specifications  to  the  convention  standard.  Exchange  of  old 
coins  for  new  was  authorized  by  the  Act  of  April  17,  1875,  but  full 
exchange  was  not  completed  for  several  years.  Old  coins  of  3 and  12 
skillings  were  tolerated  until  the  early  1880's. 


1 

»i  U * *»  •! 


Norway 

10  Ore/3  Skilling 


Sweden 
25  Ore 


Sweden  also  chose  to  issue  all  the  author- 
ized denominations  except  for  the  40-ore 
coin  for  which  she  had  no  conceivable  use. 
Decimalization  had  already  occurred  in 
Sweden  by  virtue  of  the  Law  of  1854.  As 
a result  conversion  to  the  new  currency 
was  smoother.  Decree  No.  106  of  December 
1,  1875  authorized  the  issuing  of  new  coins 
though  coinage  had  begun  in  1874. 

Denmark  chose  to  coin  all  the  denominations 
except  for  the  40-ore  coin  and  the  50-ore 
piece.  I am  not  sure  when  the  new  coinage 
was  introduced,  but  it  was  probably  some- 
time in  1875. 


Denmark 
10  Kroner 


Sweden 
5 Kroner 


In  1881  a meeting  of  the  convention  author- 
ized the  coining  of  gold  5-kroner  pieces, 
but  only  Sweden  availed  itself  of  this  op- 
portunity. After  1881  changes  in  type  were 
made  in  all  three  countries  because  of  the 
changing  of  monarchs,  the  independence  of 
Norway,  and  on  occasion  altering  types  to 
lessen  the  confusion  between  10  and  25 
ore  pieces.  All  of  these  changes  were 
superficial  and  did  not  effect  the  workings 
of  the  system. 


The  outbreak  of  World  War  I in  Europe  in  1914  disrupted  the  Scandinavian 
coinage  system  even  though  none  of  these  states  was  involved  in  the  war. 
They  were  subject  to  great  economic  forces  over  which  they  had  little 
control.  Copper  was  very  scarce  in  central  Europe  and  prices  rose 
sharply.  In  Sweden  in  1916,  for  example,  some  areas  of  the  country 
were  denuded  of  copper  coin.  Copper  coin  was  bought  up  for  25  ore  for 
three  5 ore  coins.  One  thousand  one-ore  coins  would  fetch  35  kroner. 

The  impossibility  of  keeping  bronze  coins  in  circulation  resulted  in 
the  three  nations  agreeing  in  1917  to  strike  1,  2 and  5 ore  coins  in 
iron.  The  large  demand  for  silver  coin  and  a tendency  to  hoard  result- 
ed in  the  suspension  of  the  coinage  of  silver  one  and  two  kroner  coins. 
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These  were  replaced  by  small  notes.  All  silver  was  devoted  to  small 
denomination  coin.  After  1918  the  price  of  silver  rose  sharply  and 
despite  very  large  coinages  of  small  silver  coins  there  was  a severe 
shortage  because  of  hoarding.  A meeting  of  convention  members  in 
Stockholm  on  May  28,  1920  authorized  the  minting  of  10,  25  and  50 
ore  coins  in  cupro-nickel . 

The  real  blow  to  the  convention  did  not  come  from  a shortage  of  copper 
and  silver.  Rather,  it  resulted  from  a divergence  of  the  exchange 
rates  of  the  currencies  of  these  three  countries.  This  was  made  pos- 
sible because  all  three  countries  suspended  gold  payments  at  the  out- 
break of  the  war.  All  three  nations  suffered  during  the  war  because 
their  trade  was  disrupted.  Social  problems  resulted  in  government 
deficits.  An  increase  in  currency  in  circulation  coupled  with  wide- 
spread shortages  resulted  in  inflation.  These  problems  occurred  in 
different  degrees  in  each  nation.  As  a result  their  currencies  no 
longer  were  on  par  with  one  another  after  World  War  I.  However, 
small  coins  were  interchangeable  and  this  resulted  in  export  of  coin 
from  one  place  to  another. 

The  only  solution,  other  than  restoring  par  values  which  was  beyond  im- 
mediate possibilities,  was  to  separate  the  coinages  completely.  In 
early  1924  when  the  three  currencies  differed  greatly  in  value,  the 
three  nations  agreed  that  Norway  and  Denmark  would  issue  new  coinages 
that  were  clearly  distinguishable  from  that  of  Sweden  and  the  convention. 
Although  the  par  value  of  all  three  currencies  was  reestablished  by 
1927,  the  currencies  had  ceased  to  be  interchangeable.  The  convention 
was  never  reconstituted  though  there  were  some  thoughts  of  doing  so. 

*********★***************************************************★****'*'**** 
COMMONWEALTH  OF  ENGLAND  COINAGE 


Commonwealth  Crown , 1652 

In  1649  the  monarch  and  the  House  of  Peers  of  England  was  abolished 
and  the  Commonwealth  was  created.  Parliament  then  ordered  a new  coin- 
age to  reflect  the  new  republican  style  using  English  inscriptions 
rather  than  the  Latin  that  was  previously  used. 

(Submitted  by  R.  R.  Kutoher) 
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Legends  on  Israeli  & Pales- 
tine Mandate  Coins  1927-84 


Simcha 


Kuri tzky , 


Silver  Spring,  Maryland, 


NLG,  NT  #1585 


Numismatists  study  coins  and  coin  collectors  collect  them.  One  can,  of 
course,  do  both.  In  fact,  a collection  becomes  both  more  meaningful  and 
fun  if  one  knows  what  one  has.  This  can  be  difficult  with  foreign  coins, 
and  especially  with  Oriental  pieces. 

Israeli  coins  reflect  the  unique  culture  and  history  of  a 4000  year  old 
people.  Part  of  that  heritage  is  the  Hebrew  language  and  alphabet,  and 
in  order  to  truly  appreciate  Israeli  coins,  some  knowledge  of  Hebrew  is 
required.  The  charts  shown  here  provide  that  knowledge:  a listing  of 

both  the  ancient  and  modern  Hebrew  alphabets  (with  some  Arabic  as  well), 
and  a glossary  of  Israeli  coin  legends  in  all  three  alphabets.  Both 
translations  and  transliterations  are  given  so  that  one  can  decipher  the 
legends  and  learn  how  to  read  them.  (This  glossary  was  originally  pub- 
lished in  the  March  26,  1985  edition  of  World  Coin  News,  and  appears 
here  by  permission  of  Krause  Publications.) 


DIAGRAM  ONE 

The  Hebrew  Aleph-Beyt  (Alphabet) 


Numer  Ic  F.  q u 1 v 


Name 

Value 

Arabic 

A 1 eph 

1 

L k' 

Boy  t 

2 

* ■ 

(J  1 me  1 

3 

* .c 

Da  let 

4 

j 

Heh 

S 

Vov 

6 

J 

Zay  in 

7 

j 

Khet 

8 

* . i 

Tet 

9 

k 

Yod 

10 

» v 

Kaf 

20 

» 

Lamed 

30 

J 

Mem 

40 

- . r 

Nun 

SO 

- » >j 

Samekh 

60 

- »V 

Ayin 

70 

C.-V*.  i 

Fey 

80 

_* 

lents 
Engl ish 

Anc lent 
Hebrew 

Modern 

Hebrew 

(silent) 

T 

H 

R,  V 

2 

3 

G (.1) 

A 

D 

A 

T 

H 

J 

il 

V,  0,  U 

Y 

1 

Z (Zh) 

I 

r 

Kh 

B 

h 

T 

<8 

D 

Y,  1 

■> 

K,  Kh 

y 

L 

L 

M 

y 

d ,n 

N 

S 

0 

(silent) 

0 

y 

r,  F 

1 

HOTF.: 

Hebrew  is  written  from 
right  to  left.  Vowels 
are  usually  not  written, 
but  the  letters  aleph 
and  ayin  are  used  to 
hold  their  place.  Some- 
times heh,  vov  and  yod 
stand  for  vowels  as 
well.  The  sound  a let- 
ter makes  is  often  deter- 
mined by  1 1 8 place  in 
a word.  Dots  inside 
or  lines  above  Hebrew 
letters  are  sometimes 
used  to  unambiguously 
Identify  the  sound  the 
letters  represent. 

F.nglish  equivalents  in 
pnrnntheses  are  the  lens 
common  transliterations. 
The  kh  sound  is  an  un- 
voiced gargle,  similar 
to  the  Herman  ch  or 
Spanish  j.  In  both 
modern  Hebrew  and  Arabic, 
some  letters  change 
shape  depending  on  their 
position  in  a word. 
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Tzadl 

90 

Tz  (Ch) 

V\A 

V 

Kuf 

100 

Ji 

K (Q) 

*7 

P 

Resh 

200 

J 

R 

1 

3 

Sheen 

300 

S,  Sh 

W 

a 

Tav 

400 

J Ji 

• 

T (Th) 

X 

n 

GLOSSARY  OF  FOREIGN  TERMS  I 


(In  alphabetical  Order) 
ARABIC 


PART  ONE: 

Isra’  11 
khusnn 
sa ' nlam 
f 11 Istine 
m 1 ' a t 
nm'pyhada  esa'alam 

ellsralllat  elMisrlat 
26  Rubla  eltlianl  1399 
mil,  milan,  mllat 
25  sanat  l'lsrail 


Israel 

fifty 

peace 

Palestine 

hundred 

treaty  of  peace 
Israel-Egypt 
26  Rubla  II  1399 

rail 

25  years  of  Israel 


I 

GJ-* 
(%- 
G ■■?*»-  1 * 
LL. 
f}L-JI  1 I — »_* 

c4vja«  n i i 

TVH  T1 

OIL.  , olU  , d- 
J - t Y o 


PART  TWO:  ANCIENT  HEBREW 

'i  b bpan 
^R3B>  nnnb  i"o  a 
!>R3B>  D3’Tn!>  D3D 

PART  THREE:  MODERN  HEBREW 


1W  Z>WJ  rf W1B 
/FIWfT  XU  QL  1®  W 
ZFIlVi  X3W/  3Z  XW 


Avl  haylsliuv 

agorah,  agorot 

agorot  khadshot 

akhvat  Ylsroel 

aklivat  amlm  b'Yerushalaylm 

blrot  Ylsroel 

(E.I.).  Eretz  Ylsroel 
Eilat 

en  zo  agadah 
Eym  habonim 

T'hlllm  113-9 

Anu  makhrlzlm  bazot  al 
hakamat  medlnah  Yehudlt 
b'Eretz  Ylsroel  hi 

Medlnat  Ylsroel 

e'eleh  b’tamar 
Bar  Mltzvah 
Deganya 

David  Ben-Gurion 
HaBaron  Edmund  De  Rothschild 
5605-5695 
haKnesset 
hamado  b'sheyrut 
hata ' ashlya 


Father  of  the  settlement 

agora 

new  agora 

brotherhood  of  Israel 
brotherhood  In  Jerusalem 

capital  of  Israel 

Land  of  Israel 
(Israeli  city) 

It  Is  no  fable 
Mother  of  children 

Psalms  113,  9 

We  hereby  declare  the  est- 


3TB’n  ’3R 

minx  ,mnK 
main  nrniK 
!>fOB’  niinK 
D’iiinn  n’ny  nnnR 
!tr3B’  m>3 
!>ma’  v"ik  , (’"k) 

im*  IT  1>K 
□ >33.3  DR 

o-A">p  o’^’nn 

by  DKT3  d’r>-nn  13R 
n>TihT  di>3d  nnpn 

R’il  ^R3Bi-y3R3 
^rpb’  h3>an 
3nn3  nbyR 
myn  33 
rtnn 
H»3u-i3  in 
ib’Bon  hi  mniK  linan 
n"annn-n"anri 

no33h 
nn’Dp  jnnn 
n’ayna 


ablishment  of  a Jewish  state 

she  Is 

tree 


In  the  Land  of  Israel, 

the  State  of  Israel 

I will  go  up  Into  the  palm 
Son  of  the  Covenant 
(first  Israeli  kibbutz) 
(Israeli  statesman) 

Baron  Edmund  De  Rothschild 

(1845-1934) 

the  Parliament  (buildijig) 
Science  in  the  service 
of  Industry 


Henrietta  Szold  5621-5721 
lladassah*  Ha' aliya  t llano'ar 
Herod lan 
Hcrzl 

Jiatufah  haYisroelit 
vaylshlakh  nafshu  managad 
vlo  yodey  lsh  et 
kvoto  Dvorlm  34 
ufduyan  miben  khodesh 
tifdeh 


ufrokh  Ylsroel 
Ze'ev  Jabotinsky 


Henrietta  Szold  1860-1960 
Hadassah/Youth  Immigration 
(ancient  fortress) 

(Jewish  statesman) 

Israeli  aviation 
And  he  gave  his  life  in  battle 
And  no  man  knows  the  location 
of  his  grave  Deuteronomy  34 
And  those  that  are  to  be 
redeemed  from  a month  old 


KDan-KDin  abKO  no>33P 
ayisn  n’byrroan 

bY3P 

n>^R3B’n  noiynn 
333(3  TBD3  ptm 

dr  b>r  ya>  Rin 

T*!>  0’333  TDT3P 
DJD  )3D  H’301 

mon 


shall  you  redeem 

Israel  shall  flower 


5r3b>  naai 

>P03>013'T  3RT 
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khozeh  shalom  Yisroel- 
Mitzrayim  27  Adar  5739 
khay 

Haim  Weizmann 
khamesh  ma'ot 
khamlshlm  ' 
khanukiyah  mltalla 

hana'ah  ha- 17 

khanukiyah  mlBabel 
hama'ah  ha-18 
khanukiyah  miDamshq 
hama'ah  ha- 18 
khanukiyah  miloland 

liama*  ah  ha-18 

khanukiyah  mYerushalay im 
hama'ah  ha- 20 
khanukiyah  miMitzrayim 
hama'ah  ha-19 
khanukiyah  miPolin 

hama'ah  ha- 19 

khanukiyah  miProg 
hama'ah  ha-18 

khanukiyah  mlTzofun  Afriqa 
hama'ah  ha-18 
khanukiyah  miTzarfat 

hama'ah  ha-14 

khanuklah  mlKorfu 
hama'ah  ha-19 
khanuklah  miRusyah 
hama'ah  ha-20 
khanuklah  miTeyman 
khanukiyah  kadomah  rnARHB 
khatzl  hasheqel  sh(anat)  3 
khatzl  lira  Yisroelit 
18  shanim  lemedinat 

Y lsroel 

Yom  28  b'lyar  5727 
Yerushalay im 
Yisroel 


treaty  of  peace  Israel-  bN3B»  D3bB  PT3n 

Egypt  27  Adqr  5739  o"bBn  33N  T"3  033YD 

life  V, 

(Israeli  President  4 chemist)  Di’h 


five  hundred 
fifty 

lamp  from  17th  century 
Italy 

lamp  from  18th  century 
Iraq 

lamp  from  18th  century 
Damascus,  Syria 
lamp  from  18th  century 
Holland 

lamp  from  20th  century 
Jerusalem,  Israel 
lamp  from  19th  century 
Egypt 

lamp  from  19th  century 
Poland 

lamp  from  18th  century 
Prague,  Czechoslavakia 
lamp  from  18th  century 
North  Africa 
lamp  from  14th  century 
France 

lamp  from  19th  century 
Corfu,  Greece 
lamp  from  20th  century 
Russia 

lamp  from  Yemen 
lamp  from  early  USA 
half  sheqel  year  3 
half  Israeli  pound 
18  years  of  the  State  of 
Israel 

Day  28  of  Iyar  5727 

Jerusalem 

Israel 


niNn  tmn 
o'tmn 

rp5o>Kn  n»333n 

t">n  pkdp 

b33n  n>3iin 
n"3p  pkbp 
pomn  noun 
n'>n  pnop 
3jb3nn  h’aun 

n">p  nxnn 

D’beni’n  n>3nn 

'p-p  prop 

D '>331013  P3p3in 
D"3p  PKDP 
1i5idd  n»333n 

o">n  pkdp 

3K39D  n>3ntl 
n"’p  pkdp 

Dp>3DN  139YD  P’333P 

P"3p  pkdp 

P93YD  a>313tl 

“i"»n  pkdp 

3933pD  h'DiMT 
0"3p  PKDP 
p’033D  n’Dian 

'p-p  pkdp 
)dpd  333330 
p"P3kd  PD33p  p’333n 
x b bpBP 
n>5N30>  P3’b 
n3’3Db  D’30  n"3 

bK303 

T"30np  3»3K3  h"3  oil 

0’b0333 

5n301 


25  slianim  l'medlnat  Yisroel 

25  shanim  l'molveh  lia'at  zm.-fot 

26  Iyar  - 2 Stvan  5727 
ko'akh  1 'Yisroel 

kol  b’khor  boneykha  tifdeh 


25  years  of  ttie  State  of  Israel  b><30’  n3’3Db  O>30  p"3 
25  years  of  Independence  bonds  hinyyfi  p3bob  D’30  p"p 
(June  5-10,  1967)  I"30h  13’D  '3  - 3’3k  1"3 


Kol  Yisroel  Khaverim 
Lyovel  held  tyaysheyvot 
haqibutzit 
lira  Yisroelit  (l£) 
llrot  Yisroellyot 
m,  meyukhad 
ma ' ah 


strength  of  Israel 
All  your  first  born  sons 

you  shall  redeem 

Alliance  Israelite  Universelle 
Jubilee  of  the  communal 
settlements  (kibbutzim) 
Israeli  pound  (IL) 

Israeli  pounds 
special  (proof) 
hundred 


5k30>5  no 
man  V33  3333  bp 

o>33n  5k30>  bp 
n330”nnn  bpi’b 
n’Yip'pn 
(9)  D’bN30>  m>b 
H3’bN30>  n33>b 
3n3’0 


ma'ah  shanim  l’Mikveh  Yisroel  100  years  of  Hikveh  Israel 
ma'ah  shanim  l'reysheet  pufeylo  hundred  years  of  his  first 


bayishuv  Eretz  Yisroel 


settlement  activities 
the  Land  of  Israel 


in 


pnd 

bN30>  P3pnb  d>30  pkd 
ibyia  n»0N3b  D’30  pkd 
bN30>  V3N  330”3 


Muzeon  Yisroel  Yerushalaylm 

matbey  Pidyon  ilaben 

mil,  mlllm 

Nakhal  Kidron 

Am  Yisroel  khay 

asor  l'nomeyl  Eilat 

eser  shanim  haBank  Yisroel 

esrah  sheqalim 

esrim  v'khamesh 

icon,  mibrok,  turah 

shawun,  targil,  aviron 
mishkefet,  ma'an,  ahado 
omonut,  rakevet,  toglit 
adlvut,  orod 


Museum  of  Israel,  Jerusalem 
coin  for  redemption  of  the  son 
mil,  mils 
Kidron  valley 
the  People  of  Israel  live 
a decade  of  the  port  of  Eilat 


D’b013>  bN30>  13N3I3I3 

13P  ) 3 330  ypoo 

o>b3n  .b’n 

1333P  bP3 

3p  bN303  Dy 

nb>N  bmb  33©y 

bN303  p33P  n>30  30y 
o>bpo  P30y 
onn3  D’30y 


10  years  of  the  Bank  of  Israel 
ten  sheqels 
twenty-five 

newspaper,  telegram,  lighting  P33Kn  ,p33D  ,)3ny 

clock,  exercise,  airplane  )33>3k  ,b’33n  ,I3J>0 
telescope,  address,  sympathy  P3PN  , )yn  ,P9p0D 
art,  railway  train,  discovery  n’bjn.  ,P333  ,h33DK 


courtesy,  bronze 


Palestina 
prutah,  prutot 
Tzahal  (Tzvah  Hahaganah 
leYisroel) 

Qumran 


33K  ,n33>3N 


Palestine 
prutah 

IDF  (Israel  Defense 
Foreces) 

(historic  site) 

sh(anat)  15  l'kheyrot  Yisroel  Year  15  of  Israel's  freedom 
shavu  vonim  ligvulam  Your  children  shall  return  to 

their  borders 

shalom  peace 

shloshlm  shanah  l'Yisroel  thirty  years  of  Israel 


pj’ncbo 

n 3D 3 39  , PD  3 39 
P33PP  K3X)  bPY 
(bN30’,b 
IK3D3P 
bN30>  h33Pb  3"D  0 
Db33lb  D 3 33  330 

D3b0 

bN303b  P30  D 3 03  b0 
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rI.iVIi  et  ami  Let  my  people  go  »ny  UK  n5o 

slmey  sheqalim  two  sheqels  D’bpB  ’30 

slianat  25  l'Medlnah  year  25  of  the  State  fia’inb  h"D  mo 

shanat  32  l'Hedlnat  Yisroel  year  32  of  the  State  of  Israel  5KTer>  3"5  tuo 

_sjiana t eser  l'Medinat  Yisroel  year  10  of  tlie  State  of  Israel  5ktb’  n3’Tn5  hio 
sheqel,  sheqalim  sheqel,  sheqels  tp5pB  , 5pO 

tekhiyat  haloshn  ha'lvrit  Revival  of  the  Hebrew  Language  IPiayft  Tlo5n  n”nn 
Torah  or  Torah  Is  Light  11K  mill 

708  year  5708  AM  n"on 

5713-5723  (1954-1964)  ADBn-A’Bn 

*N0TES : 

The  expression  "I  will  go  up  into  the  palm  tree"  was  used  by  the  Yemenite 
Jews  to  refer  to  their  migration  to  the  Land  of  Israel  in  the  1880s. 

In  Hebrew,  the  word  "go  up"  also  means  to  emigrate  to  the  Holy  Land. 

The  words  newspaper,  telegram,  etc.  were  added  to  the  Hebrew  language 
in  the  late  19th  century  in  order  to  modernize  it  and  make  it  usable 
for  everyday  speech. 


********************************************************************** 
COLONIAL  COINS  OF  AELIA 


R.  R.  KutcheVj  Lincoln , Nebraska 3 NI  # 1289 

The  Roman  Emperior  Hadrian,  after  suppressing  a great  rebellion  of  the 
Jews  against  the  Roman  government,  expelled  all  the  Jews  from  Jerusalem. 
He  then  destroyed  the  once  Holy  City  and  prohibited  the  Jews  from  ap- 
proaching the  site  on  pain  of  death.  Hadrian  then  had  built  a new  city 
on  the  rubble  of  the  old  and  he  called  it  after  his  family  name  "AELIA". 
The  city  was  then  populated  by  people,  veteran  soldiers  and  families 
sent  from  Rome  who  were  required  to  build  a temple  for  Jupiter  Capitol  - 
inus  on  the  very  spot  where  the  Jewish  Temple  had  stood.  A middle 
brass  coin  of  this  colony  (below  left)  is  of  material  historic  import- 
ance as  it  corroborates  the  fact  that  Hadrian  was  the  founder  of  the 
colony  built  on  the  ruins  of  Jerusalem.  The  reverse  of  the  coin  shows 
a priest  in  sacerdotal  dress  plowing  with  two  oxen  to  the  right,  with 
a military  ensign  in  the  field.  The  legend  is  "COL. AEL. CAPIT. COND. " , 
meaning  "Colonia  Aelia  Capitolina  Condi  tor". 


Reverses  of  colonial  coins  of  Hadrian  from  Aelia 

Another  coin  of  Hadrian  from  this  colony  of  Aelia,  exhibits  on  its  re- 
verse the  temple  of  Jupiter  with  two  columns,  with  three  figures  with- 
in, who  are  Jupiter  seated  between  Pallas  and  the  Genius  of  the  city. 
The  legend  is  "COL  AEL  CAP",,  or  "Colonia  Aelia  Capitolina"  (above 
right) . 
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AN  INTRODUCTION  TO  BYZANTINE  COINAGE 


I.  C.  G , Campbell > Lincoln f Nebraska 3 NI  #LM~12 

No.  12  - CONSTANTINE  IV  (668-685) 

POGONATUS  (Bearded) 

After  the  heavily  bearded  figures  of  the  two  previous  reigns,  it  is 
amusing  to  think  that  it  should  be  the  emperor  portrayed  unbearded  (or 
lightly  bearded)  who  should  have  the  nickname  "bearded"!  Becoming 
emperor  at  18  he  left  as  an  unbearded  youth  to  avenge  his  father's 
murder,  a ruthless  business.  On  his  return  it  was  seen  that  he  had 
the  beginnings  of  a beard.  Of  his  wife  Anastasia  in  this  reign  we 

know  nothing.  He  deposed  both  his  brothers  in  681  for  reasons  unknown, 

mutilating  their  noses  in  the  usual  fashion  to  make  them  ineligible  for 
the  throne.  Perhaps  the  hardest  fact  to  understand  today  is  the  Byzan- 
tine passionate  interest  in  theology  - rather  than  in  Christiananity  - 
and  the  barbarous  cruelty  that  was  so  common  a practice  with  them. 

His  second  act  was  to  put  down  the  Anatolian  Theme  which  had  revolted 

over  a theological  dispute,  settling  both  ruthlessly.  Later  he  settled 
a major  doctrinal  argument  at  the  6th  Ecumenical  Council  at  which  he 
presided  in  680  A.D.  Such  are  the  peculiarities  of  Byzantine  life  and 
pol i tics . 

He  was  a fine  military  leader.  The  Muslims  builta  great  fleet  to  bring 
against  Constantinople,  at  the  same  time  invading  Asia  Minor  and  cap- 
turing Cyzicus.  Thanks  to  the  invention  of  "Greek  Fire",  after  a four 
year  siege,  the  Arab  fleet  was  destroyed  and  later  their  army  annihi- 
lated. This  checked  the  Muslim  invasion  of  Eastern  Europe  until  the 
Ottomans . 

In  the  Balkans  the  Byzantine  armies  were  destroyed  by  the  Bulgars  who 
were  to  become  hereditary  foes  (witness  troubles  between  Bulgars  and 
Turks  in  Bulgaria  recently)  and  the  Province  of  Moesia  (generally  the 
area  of  Serbia)  was  reoccupied  by  them.  Then  Constantine  died  suddenly. 

Coi nage 

His  regnal  years  run  from  15/32  as  he  counted  from  the  date  he  was  made 
co-emperor  in  654.  His  indictions  were  12/15,  1/13.  His  brothers 
already  were  co-emperors. 

He  used  6 mints,  not  counting  the  uncertain  ones  in  Italy.  The  legends 
remain  as  before.  Gold  is  fairly  plentiful  but  for  many  issues  the 
officinae  are  limited.  Silver  is  rare.  The  bronze  coinage  is  not 
common.  I rarely  came  across  any  in  my  years  in  Istanbul.  It  is  very 
badly  struck  and  sometimes  restruck  on  the  issues  of  earlier  reigns. 

Most  noticeable  is  the  old  Roman  design  of  the  emperor's  bust  with  a 
transverse  spear  behind  his  head.  He  is  sometimes  shown  wearing  the 
peculiar  pointed  helmet  as  was  his  father,  giving  him  a gnome-like  ap- 
pearance. His  monogram  sometimes  appears  on  some  of  the  coins. 

GOLD:  Obverses  and  reverses  are  much  as  in  the  previous  reigns  but 

often  Constantine  holds  the  transverse  spear  behind  his  head.  Some- 
times his  brothers  stand  on  the  reverse.  The  legend  is  quite  often 
variants  or  abbreviations . At  Carthage  it  is  nearly  always  fragmented 
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because  of  the  small,  thick  module.  In  the  same  way  the  reverse  is 
often  blundered,  sometimes  retrograde. 


Solidus , Const. 
Beardless.,  rev , Brothers 


Solidus,  Const. 
Bearded  and  with  spear 


Solidus,  Const , 

3/4  face  and  with  spear 


CONSTANTINOPLE;  Solidus,  It,  wt,  wolidus,  rare  semissis,  tremissis. 

These  latter  are  the  smae  as  those  of  Constans  II  but 
are  cruder  and  the  obverse  lengends  are  abbreviated. 
There  is  a very  rare  ^ tremissis. 

CARTHAGE;  Solidus,  thick  & small. 


SYRACUSE:  Solidus  (showing  brothers),  tremissis. 

ITALY:  Solidus  (showing  brothers),  tremissis. 


SILVER;  There  is  the  usual  Ceremonial  Coinage  (3. 5-4. 5)  at  Constanti- 
nople which  is  extremely  rare.  Outside  of  Constantinople  the  silver 
is  small  and  uncommon. 


CONSTANTINOPLE: 

CARTHAGE: 

ITALY: 

ROME: 

RAVENNA: 


Hexagram  (5. 5-6. 5) 
*3  siliqua  (0.5-0. 7) 
^ siliqua  (c  1 grm) 
h siliqua  (0.3) 

% siliqua  (0.3) 


Hexagram  ( rev . ) , 

COPPER:  The  bulk  of  the  copper  is  from  Const. 

Constantinople.  Crude,  legends  fragmen- 
tary or  illegible.  Curiously  the  40  N are  the  same  size  as  those  of 
Justinian  I (restruck  on  some  of  his?).  His  brothers  appear  on  the 
reverse  of  many  pieces.  Quite  a number  of  his  coins  are  restruck  on 
those  of  earlier  reigns,  some  including  his  own. 


Cons tantinople  Carthage  Syracus e Nap les  Rome  Ravenna 

Foil  is  x x x x 

h Foil  is  x x x x x x 
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Follis  (obv.) , Const. 
Beardless 


Follis , Const. 
Beard  and  Spear 


Follis,  Carthage 
(Rev. ) 


Follis,  Syracuse 
Rev.  shotting  restrike 


Follis , Ravenna 
(Rev. ) 


h Follis,  Syracuse 
Rev.  shotting  monogram 


10  N,  Const. 
(Rev. ) 


5 N,  Const. 
(Rev. ) 


Constantinople  Carthage  Syracuse  Naples  Rome  Ravenna 


10  N x x 

5 N x 


*********  ******  *********  *********  ******************************  ******* 
1988  CANADIAN  OLYMPICS  COINAGE 

The  Royal  Canadian  Mint  has  recently  issued  the  first  Sterling  Silver 
Proof  Olympic  coins  (dated  1985)  for  the  1988  Winter  Games  in  Calgary, 
Alberta.  The  coins  of  $20  denominations  have  designs  showing  Downhill 
Skiing  and  Speed  Sakting,  The  other  eight  coins  will  be  issued  at  the 
rate  of  two  coins  every  six  months.  The  RCM  has  limited  the  mintage 
to  350,000  complete  sets,  in  brilliant  proof. 
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CONTENTS  OF  THE  NI  REFERENCE  COLLECTION 


(Members  desiring  to  borrow  coins  from  the  collection  for  research  pur- 
poses, lecture  use,  non-competitive  displays,  or  any  other  reasons,  may 
do  so  by  paying  postage  and  insurance  both  directions.) 

Key  to  Listing:  FINE  or  better  for  all  Yeoman  types.  VERY  GOOD  or 

better  for  Til  Craig  types.  Underlined  = Uncirculated.  C = Complete. 

C = Complete  with  at  least  one  uncirculated  type.  CX  (----)  = Complete 
except  those  listed.  X = Except.  Mints  are  not  listed  unless  multiple 
for  the  particular  year. 

VATICAN.  Papal  States.  C169a  - 1 851 B ,VI , 1852B ,VI , 1 853R ,VI 1 1 ; C184  - 
1868  XXII;  C187  - 1867  XXII,  1868  XXIII.  Vatican  City:  Y1  - 1931;  Y2  - 

1931;  Y3  - 1937;  Y4  - 1931;  Y5  - 1936;  Y6  1931  ; Y'7  - 1935;  Y§^~1934; 
Yll  - C;  Y12  - C;  Y13  - C;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - C;  Y17  - C;  Y18  - C; 

Y20  - C;  Y21  - C;  Y22  - 1940;  Y23“'-  1941;  Y24  - C;  Y24a  - 1940;  Y25  - 

C;  Y25a  - 1940;  Y26  - C;  Y26a  - 1940;  Y27  - C;  Y27a  - 1940;  Y28  - 1940; 

Y29  - 19407711  - 1942;  Y32  - 1942  ; Y33  - 1942;  Y34  - 1W;  Y35  - T942; 

Y36  - 1942  ; Y37  - 1942;  Y38  - 1942;  Y40  - 7771949);  Y41  - 1947;  Y42  - 
CX  (1947)7  Y 43  - 19477  Y44  - C7745  - C;  Y46  - C;  Y47  - C;  757~-  CX 

11951  , 1955,  195617750  - CX  71956,  1957);  Y51  - CX  (1955,  1956,  1957); 

Y52  - 1952,  1953;  YA52  - 1958;  Y54  - 1958;  Y55  - CX  (1957);  Y56  - C; 

Y57  - 77758  - 1962;  Y59  -~1%2;  Y60  - 1962;  Y61  - 1962;  Y62  - 1962; 

YA63  - 1962;  YA64r~-  1962;  YA6lT~ - 1962;  Y67  - C:  Y68  - C;;  Y69  - C;  Y70  - 
C;  Y71  ^Cj  Y72  - C;~773  - C;  Y74^X;  Y75  - C;  Y76  - C;  Y77  - 1965; 

Y78  - 1963;  Y79  - 1963;  Y80  - 1963;  Y81  - 1963;  Y82  - 1963;  Y83  - 1963; 

Y84  - 77785  - C;  Y7T~-  C;  Y87^C;  Y88  - 77789  - C;  Y§7~-  C;  Y91  - C; 

Y92  - C;  Y93  - C;  Y94  - C;  Y95  - 7;  Y96  - C;  Y97  - C;  Y98  - C;  Y99  - C; 

Y100  -HC;  Y 1 0 1 - C;  Y102  - C;  Y103  - C;  Y104  - C;  Y105  - C;  7106  - C; 

Y 1 07  - C;  Y108  - C;  Y109  - C;  Y110  - C;  Ylll  - C;  Y112  - C;  Yll 3 - C; 

Y 1 1 4 - C;  Y 1 1 5 - C;  Y116  - 1970;  Y117  - 1970;  Yll 8 - 1970;  Yll 9 - 1770; 
Y120  - 1970;  Y121  - 1970;  Y122  - 1970;  YT2!T-  1970. 

VENEZUELA:  Y20  1946,  1948;  Y21  - 1929;  Y21a  - CX  (1944);  Y22  - 1935; 

Y23  - 1975 , 19367773a  - C;  Y27  - 1936,  1938;  Y29a  - CX  (1945) ; Y30a  - 
C;  Y35  - C;  Y35a  - C;  Y36  - C;  Y36a  - C;  Y37  - C;  Y37a  - 1960;  YA37  - 
1960;  -38  - C;  Y38a  - C;  Y39  - 1958;  Y4t)  - C;  YA40  - C:  Y4T^  C;  Y42  - 
C;  Y43  - C;  Y44  - C;  Y49  - C to  1977;  Y50  - C to  1978;  Y52  - 1977. 

VIETNAM.  Tonkin:  Y1  - C.  North  Vietnam:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y6  - C; 

Y7  - C.  South  Vietnam:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - ^4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - Cj, 

Y7  - 7;  Y7a  - C;  Y8  - C;  Y8a  - C;  Y9  - C;  Y9a  - C;  Y10  - C;  Yll  - C; 

Y 1 2 - C;  Y 1 3 - C. 

WEST  AFRICAN  STATES:  Y1  - 1961,  1965;  Y2  - 1960,  1965,  1981;  Y3  - 1959, 

T9PV  1 9667TT"  1967,  19687^769  71974,  1 981  ;’  V5  7T972  , 1975. 

WINDWARD  ISLANDS :C2  - 1731. 

WESTERN  SAMOA:  Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C;  Y5  - C;  Y6  - C;  Y7  - C. 

YEMEN,  REPUBLIC:  Yll  - 1374,  1275  (error),  1381 ; Y15  - 1374;  Y18  - C; 
Y22~ - 7r(T3W;  Y24  - C;  Y26  - C;  Y27  - C;  YWT  - C;  Y31  - C.  v Aden- 
Protectorate  States  - GFurfah:  Y10  - C, 

YEMEN,  DEMOCRATIC  RXPUBLi7.:  So.  Arabia  - Y1  - C;  Y2  - C;  Y3  - C;  Y4  - C. 

Yemen  Pern.  iRepubl  l c : V7  - C, 

YUGOSLAVIA:  Y4  - 1925;  Y5  - 1925  ; Y6  - 1925;  Y14  - C;  Y15  - C;  Y16  - 
C;~y77-  C;  Y22  - C;  Y23  - C;  Y24  - C.  (Continued  next  month). 
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BOOK  REVIEWS 

BERGBAUGEPRAGE , 2 vols.,  by  Karl  Museler.  Hannover,  1983, 

Based  on  the  collection  of  the  Preussag  Aktiengesel Ischaft  of  Han- 
nover, Herr  Museler  has  produced  two  very  handsome  volumes  listing 
some  2700  major  varieties  of  mining  coins,  medals,  tokens,  jetons, 
plaques,  etc.  The  work  is  meticulously  cataloged  and  prolifically 
illustrated  with  unusually  clear  photographs.  Each  piece  is  listed 
as  to  type,  date,  denomination,  metal,  weight,  diameter,  mint,  mint- 
master  or  desinger-engraver,  edge  device  or  inscription,  and  number 
of  pieces  struck  where  known.  Both  sides  of  the  piece  are  described 
in  detail,  and  previous  appearance  in  books  and  catalogs  - as  many 
as  ten  in  several  instances  ^ are  appended. 

Volume  I covers  Anhalt  to  Goslar  with  the  numbering  beginning  again 
with  each  new  entity.  With  numbers  like  56.2.3,  the  numbering  sys- 
tem sometimes  seems  a little  cumbersome.  Volume  II  lists  Halden- 
stein  to  Ysenberg.  It  includes  a detailed  bibliography  and  an  ana- 
lyzed index  of  mines  and  mining  districts,  a second  index  of  persons 
and  firm  names,  and  a third  of  subject  matter. 

The  introduction  discusses  precisely  what  is  included  in  mining 
pieces,  the  various  forms  in  which  they  occur,  and  mining  pieces 
in  earlier  literature.  Not  all  the  pieces  are  illustrated,  and 
others  not  in  the  Preussag  collection  are  not  included,  but  for  what 
this  set  out  to  do  and  accomplished,  there  can  be  no  caviling. 

The  volumes  come  in  sturdy  colored  slip  cases,  and  are  available 
from  Preussag,  Leibnizufer  9,  3000  Hannover  1,  West  Germany. 

Reviewed  by  John  S.  Davenport 


PERGUNTAS  Y RESPEUSTAS  DE  NUMISMATIC  VENEZOLANA 3 by  Enrique  Serna! . 
Caracas,  1984;  89pp;  soft-cover. 

This  book  has  many  full-sized  plates  of  Venezuelan  coins,  tokens, 
and  banknotes. 

Its  title  translates  as  "Questions  and  answers  about  Venezuelan 
Numismatics",  and  is  arranged  in  a question  and  answer  format.  The 
Spanish  is  written  in  a strai ght-forward  manner  which  allows  anyone 
with  a dictionary  and  a small  amount  of  ambition  to  wade  through  it 
without  major  problems.  I would  guess  that  the  author  has  covered 
over  90%  of  the  questions  that  could  be  asked  by  a fairly  advanced 
collector  of  the  series.  It  is  quite  possible  that  some  previously 
unpublished  material  is  included. 

The  token  and  banknote  illustrations  will  be  of  interest  to  all, 
including  collectors  of  Leper  Colony  items. 

This  book  is  available  from  Dale  Seppa,  103  Sixth  Avenue  North, 
Virginia,  MN  55792.  The  cost  is  $12.50  postpaid  in  the  U.S. 
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BOOK  NEWS 


(Readers  are  invited  to  submit  reviews  of  the  books  noted  in  this 
section. ) 


LA  MONEDA  Y LA  POLITICA  MONET  ARIA  EN  EL  PARAGUAY,  by  Dr,  Mi  Casio  Mar- 
tinez Diaz.  Asuncion,  1985;  190pp;  biblio;  soft-cover. 


This  is  a new  edition  of  the  original  work  which  has  been  out  of  print 
for  several  years.  The  book  is  of  interest  to  the  numismatist  and/or 
notaphile  due  to  the  fact  that  many  of  the  principal  monetary  laws  are 
reprinted  in  their  entirety.  It  is  also  a good  overview  of  monetary 
theory  in  general,  and  how  it  specifically  relates  to  Paraguayan  prac- 
tice. 


DOCUMENTOS  HISTORIA  DE  HONDURAS,  by  Mario  Felipe  Martinez.  Tegucigalpa, 
1983;  307pp;  index  of  documents;  soft-cover. 

This  book  consists  of  62  documents  relating  to  early  Honduran  history. 

The  extremely  brief  introductory  paragraph  states  that  the  first  volume 
contains  previously  unpublished  documents  selected  by  Dr.  Martinez  from 
archives  in  Seville,  Guatemala  and  Comayagua.  A quick  review  reveals 
documents  with  dates  ranging  from  1549-1914,  with  the  bulk  of  them  in 
the  1650-1790  period.  No  numismatic  references  were  found,  but  several 
of  the  documents  related  to  monetary  affairs  and  economics.  In  Latin 
American  numismatic  study,  most  of  the  so-called  "numismatic  works" 
have  been  covered  and  recovered.  It  is  from  books  like  this  that  the 
numismatist  will  need  to  seek  additional  bits  and  scraps  to  add  to  our^^ 
overall  knowledge  of  the  area.  Failure  to  support  the  reprinting  of 
primary  documents  can  only  hamper  us  in  the  future. 

Information  for  the  above  two  books 
from  Dale  Seppa. 

********************************************************************** 

MEMBER  NOTICE  PAGE 

Fox  & Pieratt,  2635  S.  Hydraulic,  32C,  Wichita,  KS  67216:  Need  for 

our  reference  col  lection  FranYlin  TTTnt  i ssues  Gold',  Si  1 ver , Bronze 
1965  to  1975  of  Vietnam,  Cambodia,  Laos;  #6  Vietnam  Peace  Agreement: 

#190,  1965  U.S.  becomes  more  involved  in  Vietnam  War;  #196,  1971  Penta- 
gon papers  bare  Vietnam  war  secrets;  #198,  1973  U.S.  withdraws  from 
Vietnam;  #24  Marine  Corps  protects  Vietnamese  farmers;  #1,  1973  Vietnam 
Peace  Agreement;  #8,  1973  Cessation  of  bombing  in  Cambodia;  #4,  1975 
South  Vietnam  surrenders;  #5,  1975  U.S.  Rescues  the  Mayaguez  and  its 
crew;  #112  Peace  in  Vietnam;  #20  Cambodia  (Khmer  Rep.)  Flag;  #73  Laos^^ 
Flag.  QP 

ATTRIBUTION  SERVICE:  The  NI  Attribution  Committee  will  accept  from  NI 

members  only,  any  numismatic  items,  whether  paper,  metal,  or  whatever, 
for  attribution.  We  must  limit  the  items  to  a TOTAL  OF  SIX  (6)  MAXI- 
MUM. The  cost  is  just  advance  payment  of  return  postage,  including 
sufficient  for  insurance  or  registration,  if  desired.  Send  to  NI  At- 
tribution Committee,  P.  0.  Box  2057,  Saugatuck  Station,  Westport, 

Conn.  06880,  USA. 
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